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BSA Troop 501




     April 2005


Inver Grove Heights, MN

“The difference between ‘involvement’ and ‘commitment’ is like an eggs-and-ham breakfast: the chicken was ‘involved’ – the pig was ‘committed’.” 

(Unknown)

Camping
Bike Hike – The Bike Hike will be held May 14-15. As in previous years, we will be taking the trail between Fountain and Lanesboro, along the Root River. Meet at church at 7:00 a.m. having already eaten breakfast, bring a bag lunch (coolers will be provided as well as koolaid for lunch), bring $5-10 for lunch on the way back (either Burger King, McDonalds or Subway). Scouts will call home for rides when we arrive back at church around 4:00 p.m. Sunday.

Tomahawk – We will be attending summer camp at Tomahawk July 9 - 16. Tomahawk is for ALL scouts, and is an excellent opportunity to camp, work on merit badges and advancement and have FUN!!! The total cost for Tomahawk is $195, and your reservation and $25 deposit are due MARCH 21st! (New scouts joining the troop in March do not need to commit to camp just yet). NOTE: If it has been 3 years since your last physical (applies mostly to new scouts and boys currently in 8th and 11th grades) you will need another physical before you can go to camp. Please see Mrs. Schwab or Mr. Corniea to obtain a Class 2 physical form for your doctor to complete. For all others, your parents MUST sign your current physical form before you can leave for camp. Mrs. Schwab has your existing forms, and your parents can sign them at any time – the sooner the better though! Swimming – We will be scheduling a date at the YMCA for scouts to take their swimming tests. There are different levels of testing, and all scouts need to participate for Tomahawk. For scouts not yet 1st Class, passing the BSA test (swimming 100 yards using two power strokes and one resting stroke as well as float for 1 minute) will meet the swimming requirement for 1st Class rank. You will be notified of the date as soon as it is scheduled. If you are unable to test at the YMCA, you can still take your test when you get to Tomahawk.

New Scouts / New Patrol

Bison Patrol - We welcome Dino G, Riley R, and Patrick R to our troop. These scouts are from Packs 504 and 99 and were inducted into our troop at a ceremony on March 21st. Dino is the Patrol Leader and Riley is his assistant. Welcome!
We also welcome Star Scout Nathan G, who has transferred into our troop from Troop 95. Welcome Nathan!

Eagle News!

Mike S was award the rank of Eagle at his Court of Honor on March 21st. Thanks to everyone who came to share in this special occasion.

Court of Honor

A Court of Honor will be held on Monday, April 18th. Merit badges and rank advancement will be awarded to those scouts who have earned them. Scoutmaster conferences, Boards of Review and merit badge cards must be completed no later than April 11th, to be awarded at this Court of Honor.

Fundraising

Home Interior Products: We will be having a fundraiser selling home interior products to raise money for the Scout’s individual accounts. Mother’s Day is around the corner and there are many Great Gift ideas! The forms and additional information will be handed out on April 11th.

Newspapers: We are still collecting newspapers! If you have any papers to donate (paper stock only, no glossy ads) please bring them to a troop meeting or arrange with Mr. Oesterreich for pick-up of larger quantities. Thank you!

Friends of Scouting
At the February 7th meeting, Tim Farley showed a video and presented information about Friends of Scouting. It takes much more than your annual dues to support your son in scouting, and we depend on Friends of Scouting to provide funding to maintain camp equipment and facilities, provide scholarships, and maintain the excellent programming available to the scouts in our area. If you were not at the meeting, please contact Dale Henninger for a form. If you elect not to pledge, please return the form anyway, as this will save someone time in contacting you.

National Jamboree
Preparations are underway for those scouts who will be attending the National Jamboree this summer. Uniforms are being purchased and gear is being gathered. The following scouts from Troop 501 will be attending - Matt A, Alex B, John B, Dennis G, Peter M, Mike S, and Sam T. The next campout for jamboree attendees will be June 17-19 at Fred C. Andersen.

Leadership Training

June 20 – 25, Matt A and Dan B will be attending the Silver Pathfinder Junior Leadership Training Course at Tomahawk.

Merit Badges!

The requirements for all merit badges can be found at http://www.meritbadge.com

Troop Website

Mrs. Schwab is responsible for our troop website. The location is www.troop501igh.com. Keep checking for updates, and thanks Mrs. Schwab! NOTE: Before we can put pictures of scouts, leaders or family members on our website, we need a release form on file for each individual. Please contact Mrs. Schwab for a copy of the form.

Policy Manual

The policy manual is on our web site and there is a copy in the cabinet at the church for reference. http://www.troop501igh.com/policymanual/policyhome.htm
High Adventure Accounts

High Adventure Account statements are now available. Please contact Mrs. Arnold to get a copy of your statement.

Adult Leadership Positions Available

Leadership positions – Parents, if you are interested in assuming a leadership position in Troop 501, please let Mr. Henninger know as soon as possible. Thank you!

Meeting Schedule – PLEASE NOTE!!!

Troop meetings are held every Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the church, with the exception of the first Monday of the month. This is reserved for the parent troop committee meeting – ALL parents are welcome to attend troop meetings and committee meetings. Check it out!

2005 Upcoming Activities/Events

April

Parent/Troop Committee Meeting 7:00 pm (4)



John B Eagle Court of Honor (11)



Scouting for Food (23)



Alex B Eagle Court of Honor (24)

May

Parent/Troop Committee Meeting 7:00 pm (2)



Bike Hike (14-15)



Webelos Woods (20-22)

June

Silver Pathfinder Junior Leadership Training (20-25)




Jamboree Campout (17-19)


July

Tomahawk (9-16)



Jamboree (25-Aug. 3)

Committee Contacts:


Scoutmaster - 
Jim Corniea
1442 7th Ave. So., SSP 455-5958

jimcorniea@msn.com

Comm. Chair - 
Dale Henninger
8579 Brewster Ave, IGH 306-0524

daleh@henninger.net

Treasurer -
Chris Arnold
8445 Bradford Court, IGH
 457-2688
christine_arnold@comcast.net

Secretary -
Mark Rosvold
9589 Baker Court, IGH 450-1823

mrosvold@cvrx.com
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